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STORIES FOR CHILDREN

R —

“HELLO! WHAT DO YOU WANT?

DAY Howard Megargee was
sitting on the steps of the
/ schooihouse with Arthur To-
morrow, and the latter sudden-
ly asked him what his father's
Howard, strange to say,

could not
where his parent got his weaith.

“My father,” said Arthur with pride,
‘s a geperal in the army, and he makes

a lot of money without working at «il.”
*“The xt time I go home I'll find out
what father is,' sald Howard. The

school was a boarding scheol and he did
not go home but until then he
r in mind, for, after all, it's
1wt to know what your fa-
is. When he got home he
er gick in bed, and he said
£ to live. He was very pale
nd Howard was frighteued as
at him, for his *ather had been
g ut man.

“Why don't you send for the doctor?” hie

11 June

kept th
a hard

I know more than the doetors,
- ean’'t help me. There's only one

and the
thing that can cure me and there’s no
finding it in this worid, I am afrald, my

son.”

ced Howard,
“A w peacock’'s feather,”
Mr. Megargee sadly.
- card of one,” Howard said.
re was such a b . MAny ages
afrald not a f her exists
y arts and I can dis-
added his father,

replied

“Once the
ago, but 1
now, I've tr
cover no

and a bi

1 too young to die, not
e years old,
quired his son

“Alas! 1 fear you cannot, for you are
but a boy It took me many years to ace
guire eve: the beginning of my learning,
n now I am but 3 student.”

A student of what?" Howard.

“I am & magician,” ar 2d his fath-
er. Hows ‘ irprise, for he
1 uld look
is father al-
t him intently.

" added Mr.

‘s the use
a't cure &

had no

$0

“Ha -
Howard in gre
on his par

Magargee, “an

k. 1 find that although

ations are ail right when

n other pe. they are no

Why, I've

for your own trou
1

€ t cats, dogs, mice,

with

some of

et I can't get rid of

a—person?” gsked

tite boy
“‘Cartainly . "She
WAE 8 | Somnciia,

Y. aose fath

€38 cat s

e M

ogr dog? 1Is he ——"

« man who Kept troubling m

daily
and [
cem to
W&S very un-

said Howard:
to work for a
te learn how to do
r teacher into
1 me how?
To be a ma-
It thing, and al-
into the busin
X ilef, I did not;
¥ou for the purpose of get
your teacher,
oider, 1 will si
tricks, but w
ftoftis m
Bile of a magiclan §

Just to
r wouid I help
g square with
Some day, when you are
now you some of my simple
1 not mske you a magician,
than pleasure. The
tw s cracked

: troubl

H

Ap to be, for it's very exshausting work, in-
deed,™

rgee was too tired to talk any
1 Wett to sleep; hut Howard
"t up bty the conversation

X

R that lay oxn
ke table i rested in
his reading that he forgot ail about his
father. '‘here were wonderful things in
the book he zot hold rms and spelis
t do all sorts of marvelous 3, to help
one to Ay er ride a broo . and eat
fire or walk in it, and to change winds or
r drive fel.ns from your fin-
ken the moon or t¢ call
ally, away at
% spell that
the great boss spell of ail,
ed ‘o such smaill i
that nobe but the very sharp
M3 read it. Howard had
microscope, however, and easily
it wes 8 wiching-spell, and whoever re-
peated it could be ar
thing bhe desired, it med, although it
Wes evident that even this speil, powerful
s I vas, couldn’t help his sick father. It
vead Whke this:

Was sald to be
and it was

“ALAKAZAM BAZAZZA KI!
HICKORY DICKORY DOCK.
oM A OM OPEEEKA P17
O DONNERWETTER HOCH!™
repeated it aloud sever
thought. ow what
wish that father wo

He repeated the

d volce that his father

“Certainly not.
I'll have more than one chance?
tend to him first, and if the
power in the old charm I'll fix
He thought and th
but didn't make a wish at all, for he had
often read in fairy tdies of how a fellow
wished wrong in his excitement
was so mixed up after awhile sorting ov
in his mind the best way to do it that he
forgot, and exclaimed aloud:

“l wish I could do it so that I'd have “Of course,™
some fun while 1 was about it!"”

Suddenly his bed soared into the air, but
not so quickly that the cat coul
It darted away and seemed to Tap Spinner,” the
go right through the ceiling and into the
night like a great bird.
and saw the lights of the city fade away
aimost instantly.
a moment, but suddenly remembere
he had made a wis
it was being carried out.
longer frightened,
angry at himself for being so care -

“‘She's going like a runaway trolley car!™
“However, I wished
could do it afid have some fun, so [
guess after all it's coming out ali ri
If the charm's any good we may expect 1hey spoke to Robert the Top S;
some adventures.”

“The charm is all right,
' sald the Priacess-cat.

“Let's" try it again,” sald Howard, and
repeated the words, after which he said.-
1 wish you were turned ir
Instantiy there sat
with hair like puré gold, sm

I will, sure.”

sald he to the cat.

BY

“Will you not change me back to my
former shape before you do that?’ she

How do I know that

He looked down
He was frighte

h without thinking, and
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it's baving any name. It's just our place, others had buiit a dam aer
that's all,” said tne old man, wonderingly. and were
“Where {s it? in what country?” asked on the m 1ddy
the Princess. Down the
“Why, it's just here; that's all T know.” Ing to jn
“She means, where is it in the ge g~
raphy?” said Howard, thinking that old
man was the pidest he had ever seen

water with
*t a very fat
tching post,

I'll at-
¥ more
a up.
ught,

re's

of the stree
a large kite

Howard and
them a
with jackstones

the very worst?
own name?

Say, 4o you know 3

said the man. laughing;

“I am Robert." grounc
“Robert What?" asked Princess Alice “It's
“No, not Robert What, but Robert the Saw! the princess.

aged man repifed, “It me tired!”

“The idea of aill these old
way their time like this,

il crazy; that's

the most wonderful

d not jump

proudly.
':Yoq don't mean that ¥you, an old man
£pin tops!" cried the Princess.

HMore Queer Children

d for
that

m to enjoy it
the princess. Just

Just then s 1 more old people came

out of the nea
hed the visitors, look-

immense curiosity
i er
and asked him who these new arrivals “Where 2 the store”" ask
were and where they had come from “"Round the ¢ r. I'N

“We are from Ame and we came you'll dy."*
to see the sights,” sald Alice. him arc £
1ey all looked as though they dldn't
understand, and’ Howard asked them if
they had ever heard of America. They
had not, and he fotnd very quickly that

vered "I only fell down

the skates

s and app
them

ing at

It was trled on

Fme sc 3

enocugh, wa
an old won

to a Princess
lovely girl
at him

ing store.

1ing at his eff

oss the gutter

g pieces of potato peelings

great delight.
man was t
while seve

t

A bald-headed

‘We never had geography to p h, trying to hit him with a spit-

1 o - - - , - . ’
replied the man. **What sort of a game as he ran by. In fromt of a
is that? gT was collec singing
“Oh, Lord!" cried Howard. “lsn't he s fallen down,” taking

Alice at all,

number were busy

on the level

thing I ever

added Howard.

sillies fooling

I guess they are
2 the only explanation
find for such conduct.”

at any rate,
then a man

Then he was _ 1 don't understand what you mean great red whiskers came along on
but he was a bit PY an old man, but I am the best top roller skates. He stopped to stare at them.
a% Epinner ever w " he said.

asked him If he was having a good
“Well, I just guess I am!"”"

he an-
six times and
twice a week.

kate all the way to the store

ed Howard.
show you if
They followed

und the corner, and there, sure
the store pres

sided over by

who laughed with glee as
nd who seemed to be only

There were

"Three pins each " she sald, giggling,
™ erled the
That's too much!"

“Hully G
skates. “T1
“All right.

One :

“Do you mean to
for pins just like chil
ing store?” asked H

‘Ot course I do,” ar

“What elsg am I
keeping store?
this was a b

“Well! we
me! I'm all

“Take what you wish,

n each,”
woman, with another giggle.

you

man

said the old

t

on roller

sell candy
playing at keep-

wered the woman

playing

as

said the

“I'm tired of keeping store, and

to go out and play ring-around-a-rosy!"
the
cets with
a monkey all
to go out,
and

So away she went
man

candy, grinning ke

while. He then started
slipped. on the top step
He came down on
the foot of the steps, and be
Howard ran to lift him up.
“Did you hurt yourself much?’ asked

the air.

Alice.

“I broke two of my popcorn balls!”
yelled, “‘and bit my

the candy.
her!”

“What girl?” asked Alice

“That candy girl. The one that keeps

the store.”

Alice locked at Howard,
that they are girls and boys'"

on skates filled

his

gan to

tongue

and

salled

“I @o wonder what's done ali this?"

“T'll bet it's a charm that some wizard

has put on them,” sald Howard

find some way to remedy it"

nose

at

though

the
but
into
at
ory.

he
instead of
It I catch that girl I'll punch

*“They all think
she sald.

“It must be," she replied, "and we must

2

Little Howard Megargee Finds a Magic Charm That Cures His Dying
and Turns Their Enchanted Cat Into a Lovely Princess

¥ Ii
the Bugnabc
it A
gobble ¢
felt a sl
began
remain
him.

The Terrtble Gobblers

When they got inside ad and
ling sound greeted

will when
waved his arms
crowded close to
Suddenly Howar

“Look! Ther

Alice

Howard jumpes
saw the wh

He rust
It squaw
in the effor

in another

woke up. ““What are you doing?” he
cried, In great alarm, as he heard the last
s

it doesn't work,” replied his

son.
“That's wered his
“for that c} s has w

“It’s no good now,” sald How
His father then 1

was of

had to, for
but Howard

Megargee laughed. He j
the idea seemed so foolish,

uttered the speil backward.

“HOCH. "NNERWETTER 0!
PI OPEEKA OM OMEGA
DOCK DICKORY HICKORY?
KT BAZAZZA ALAKAZAM™
“It sounds just as good, anyhow,” he
said.
Now, of ceurse he d&id not
d was exactl

g and all he

spell was w
do was to

‘It's time
father after
he was t

to bed.” said
, and Howard did as

He went to sleep, but after some time
awoke to find the Maltese cat sitting on a
chair beside the bed with her great Sery
eyes staring at him like lamps.

“Hello!” he = “what do y

Much to his
was wondering

e the secret
father has
You have

fallen upon the secret by saying it back-

ward.™

Howard sat up in surprise.
sy 80? Weil, .nen. I winlt
the white peacock
father.”

“You don't
first try to find
feather apd cure

“Iam srying to wish you well again, but Y
seem to

“HAVE YOU HAD ANY FUN TO-DAY?” HE INQUIRED

through the tears of Joy In her blue eyes.
She gave him her hand and sai
“I thank you heartily for your
ou are a dear, good boy, and you may

The bed salled along 1
above the clouds, !
impossible to tell where they were going,
but after a time it dipped
to the ground.
found themselves in a
the houses were
none of them more than one story high.
The streets were filled with all sorts of in a lunatic asylum.” :
The toys lay about everywhere,
Just as if all the children in the plac
suddenly gene away and left them.
was the case, only the chiidr -
found, were very different from any cihi- smaller than us and dress differeat.’
dren they had ever seen.
about the streets and gazed
tie houses for nearly an b
body. Finally Howard said:

A Queer Fouse

“De you suppose that nobody lives here,
or are they ail away from town?’

“Let's go into a house and find out,”
said Princess Alice.
people inside.” a3

So they went into the nearest house anq YOUNgsters.
faw somebody in a bed, but wh :
was he was all covered up by the bed-
“Hi. there!"

It was 4

fke an

little town
like

“There may be some qu

cried Howard, “Are nd cuddied dolls.
You never going to get up? It's broad day-
light, don't you know it?"”

An old man peeped out from under the
bed-clothes with eyes wide open. “Oh,
who are you? 1 thought it was a bogey 2°
Where did you come from?

Howard told him to get up and dress gid faces of the wr
while they waited outside. §
still seemed somewhat alarmed, but did
a5 he was told. Soon lie came
like a small boy, with a Suffsy shirt waist
and shart knickerbockers.
comb his hzir nor wash his face at ail, but really pitiful, but they seemes
came as soon as he was dressed.

“What is this place? asked Howard,

“Why, I don's know! I mever heard of ing

they knew of no other place than their
funny little town.

““What eort of people are these?” he said one cot
to Alice, as others began to appear and ".‘fr w
stare at the visitors. “They seem to candy?” -
think we are wonders.” of caramels

As he spoke a sweet middle-aged lady “Two pins apiece,”
approached and asked: plied.

“Pray, tell me, are you the fairies?” “How much for the po

Alice laughed. Howard was disgusted asked Howard.
and sald gruffiy:

pinwheels, dol
hink of.

ness,

alrship
at it was

the o

down and shot
light, and they

heaps of all sorts of candy, tops, hoops,
., toys and everything that

wich do you ask for that sort of
asked Alice, pointing to a pile

id woman re-

pcorn  balls?”

When they arrived at this conclusion
they went about talking te everybody, an
it really seemed just

lot of little children.

other sort of existen
1 ¥s been there, t
2y long, get
when they ple

ing up
sed, never hav
or bathe or keep cliean or st

talking
Nong of
how it happened, nor had &

4

udy

dolls’ houses, “No, we aln’t fairies.. We are just af)

boy and a girl, but I think we've landed |

“Why, no, you can't be chiidren
e had are too small,’” sald the pretty ‘uu'-__. ¢
This am a gir! myself. 8till, perhaps in the

THE MONOGRAM WOR

to

d
a
them Kknew
i I any

D PUZZLE

they soon place you come frem the children may be)

T Quite a group collected around her =
she spoke. Some of the people laughe
b ily when they heard Howard speak :
Cne said:

“Ha-ha, look at him. He said he was 1
boy. Why, he has no whiskers!”

Scon the street was filled
crowds, who stared at Hows
as at strange animals. It w
befors they were satis
ns, and then the
pi n the yards and streets |
Some rolled he

oica

ur, bt

ed herse or tag or he

ever t

=

epeg, while others spun top

ropes or saf down on the
n Not o
was busy at play of seme sort,
air was fliled with yells and
ras exactly like recess b
and when Howard shut hi
though there were a
children . at play. It was o
saw the gray beards of the men

en al ¢
he realized they were not be
It did seem more than ridi
iwo tottering graybeards gieefu
@-tin can to a dog’s tai! and to wa
He did not aged cromes playing with

T d man

be

out dressed

—

v .

£s litte tots all the whiie, Four or five .
very feeble and very oid peopls were play- |

————

]

glams oSt week spelied (e names of American generais

ihey w

M‘* bushes, A_ndg Meade, Buroside, Greene qnd Sheridan. This week the monograms spell the names

Sherman, ¢ el
of American rivers.



